OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

McCONE COUNTY, MONTANA

CIRCLE, MONTANA 

Monday, April 22, 2013


The Board of Commissioners met at 8:30 a.m. with Dennis Tolan, Road Foreman, Tim McCloy,

Leadman, and Nancy Stempel, GIS Coordinator.  The gas tax maps were reviewed and certified.  


At the hour of 10:00 a.m., the Board of Commissioners of McCone County, Montana, met in regular session with James Moos, Connie Eissinger and Janet Wolff present. Presiding Officer James Moos called the meeting to order. The pledge of allegiance was recited.  The agenda was approved.  


The April 15, 2013 minutes were read and approved as corrected.


Commissioner Moos reported on the Dry Redwater Rural Water Project board meeting he attended on April 18th, 2013.


The Board reviewed the Action for Eastern Montana Results Orientated Management and Accountability Plan and approved the plan.  (The copy of the letter is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


The Board reviewed and approved the Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Board reimbursement form.  (A copy of the form is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


Barb Green, HUB International Agent, met to advise the Board that Valuation Northwest will soon be coming to evaluate the county buildings.


The Board reviewed correspondence.  


The meeting was opened to public participation at 1:00 p.m.


Jay and Jared Wright met regarding a soft spot on the Prairie Elk Road near the Shade Creek Road.


The Board reviewed and approved the Point of Dispensing Worksheet for the Public Health

Department.  (A copy of the worksheet is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


The Board opened bids for congregate and home delivered meals for the Action Program for FY2014.  A bid for congregate meals from K-N-4J’s Catering for $10.00 per plate was received.  The McCone County Health Center’s bid received was for home delivered meals at $6.00 per meal.  Commissioner Wolff moved to approve both bids and Commissioner Eissinger seconded.  The motion

passed 3-0.  (A copy of the bids is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


Jerry Schlepp, Drug and Alcohol Program Administrator, met to discuss the liquor tax renewal and funding for the District II Drug and Alcohol program.  Commissioner Wolff moved that we approve the renewal for FY2014 and Commissioner Eissinger seconded.  The motion passed 3-0.  (A copy of the renewal is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


At the hour of 3:00 p.m., the Board met with 100 Club members; Deanna Brost, David Kasten, Melvin Johnson, George Hisdahl, Anita Nagel, Ron Hinther, Victor Wagner, Garry Johnson, Jess Beery and Angie Beery.  Also present were Todd Whitney, Doug Shennum, Bryan Shennum, Jay Wright, Jared Wright, Rick Johnson and Rick Robinette.  Kendall Link, County Attorney, and Maridel Kassner, Clerk and Recorder, were also present.

David Kasten requested the land that was purchased from Ole Rolandson for the firehall be leased to the 100 Club. The 100 Club would like to gift it back to the county once the firehall is completed and meets the inspections required. David requested that the funds in the Fire Endowment Fund for this project that have not been used be returned to the 100 Club.    

Commissioner Eissinger asked Attorney Link if he has drawn up a lease agreement between the 100 Club and the county.  Mr. Link said that he has not as he was unsure on how the Board was going to proceed with this matter.

David Kasten informed the Board that the 100 Club and the Firehall Building Committee would decide at the 100 Club meeting on how they will proceed with the project once the Commissioners make their decision. All funds for this project will be completely donated.  The building will remain the size as planned with minimal changes.

Commissioner Eissinger informed the group that the county has three choices:


1)   The county leases the land to the 100 Club 

2) The county builds the firehall with the amended bid being accepted from Whitney Construction for $548,999.  The county would accept the available funds from the 100 Club of $109,000, the county would borrow $150,000 for the project and the remaining balance of around $300,000 would have to be raised through donations to cover the difference.

3) The county decides to keep control of the project and shelves the project until funding is available to pay for the complete project.

Kendall Link explained that another option would be to deed the property to the McCone County 100 Club and they would have complete control of the project.  The county would absolutely not have any liability for the project.

David Kasten said the only option for the 100 Club is option one (1) only.  The Commissioners had a certain degree of concern on the bidding process that the 100 Club would use.  They explained that Whitney Construction was the lowest bidder and the only local bidder on the project and that Todd has worked endless hours on this project for the county.  

Several attendees discussed the difference in the cost of building by a private entity compared to building by the county.  Commissioner Moos explained that following the required building codes for a public building is a lot stricter and the contractor has to be bonded and employees paid prevailing wages if the county builds a building.

Discussion followed on the process of deeding the property to the McCone County 100 Club and this would remove the county from any liability of the project.

Commissioner Wolff explained that the Firehall Project plans are the property of McCone County and it is not a legal issue for the 100 Club to use them. 

             The original planning began with an addition onto the John Vejtasa Building.  The complete payment of those plans was taken from the Fire Endowment Fund.  The 100 Club would like to request that the cost of those plans be divided between the Dispatch and Sheriff budgets also as they were involved in the plans.  The Board will look into this.

Commissioner Wolff made a motion that if the county does consider transferring the land that it be done by Quit Claim Deed to the 100 Club with the condition that the project be completed as plans specify per public code and meet all of the requirements. Commissioner Eissinger seconded the motion and the motion passed 3-0.  

The 100 Club felt that the decision was going to be made today so the project can be started and with the “if” in the motion, it still would not allow the project to proceed. David stated that they have looked at another piece of property that the firehall can be built on without going through the county completely if that is what they wish.

Kendall Link, County Attorney, stated that he wants it clearly understood that if the county accepts the firehall back when completed that it will be built according to the plans with the specifications required.  

Commissioner Eissinger moved to amend the previous motion to state that McCone County will Quit Claim Deed the property to the McCone County 100 Club.  Commissioner Wolff seconded the motion and the motion passed 3-0. 

The Board asked Kendall Link to proceed with the process of drawing up the deed.


The Board has therefore denied all bids submitted for the firehall project.  The funds being held for bond from Whitney Construction were returned to Todd Whitney.


Pauline Gackle met to invite the Commissioners to the National Day of Prayer on May 2, 2013.  


Sheriff Dave Harris met for the Board to review and approve the Drug Task Force Memorandum of Understanding for FY 2014.  Commissioner Eissinger moved to approve the MOU and Commissioner Wolff seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. (A copy of the memorandum of understanding is on file in the Commissioners’ files.)


The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.


The minutes are also available on the Commissioner page of the McCone County website at www.mccone.mt.gov.
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